
Don’t Fear The Smear!

A Comedy Nightmare paying homage to Female Health and Cinema



On the eve of Maddie's first cervical
screening, common concerns and movie
tropes collide, as she fights her
fears, one comical nightmare at a time.

Logline

Executive Summary
Title: Don’t Fear The Smear!
Genre: Comedy
Format: Short Film, 10 minutes
Themes: Feminine Health, Overcoming
Fears, Female Empowerment



Main Character
Maddie

Maddie is a 24 year old woman who is
strong, fun-loving, smart and
sensible. 
Her first cervical screening
appointment is due and although she
understands the importance of
attending, she harbours numerous
fears concerning the procedure. She
has never had a smear test before or
any kind of intimate examination, so
the idea of the unknown is
intimidating.
As a fan of TV and Film, her
nightmares manifest in unusual ways
that encapsulate iconic media tropes. 
The fact that she uses comedy to
tackle her fears, reflects her
positive and fun nature too.



Visual style and tone
The film is split into very distinct looking and sounding sequences, many of which pay
homage to a specific genre.

The 1940s Film Noir Nightmare The Kid's Puppet TV Show Nightmare



The War Movie Nightmare The handsome doc dream



the freeze frame The film utilises this effect for comedic purposes,
paying homage to the films referenced below.



Scenes including: 
The Nightmare that we don't
know is a Nightmare, The
Real World and The Handsome
Doc Nightmare should shot
with naturalistic lighting
and colours.



cervical screening statistics

Excerpts from Gov.uk, Public Service
England, NHS websites



use of film& social impact

Excerpts from the NHS and Gov.uk websites 

The aim of the film is to de-
mystify the cervical screening
procedure, highlight its
importance and to encourage women
not to be embarrassed or afraid.
The film uses humour to remove
fear, as when you make a joke of
something, it makes it less scary. 
As we can see from the statistics,
numbers for smear test attendance
could and should be a lot higher. 
This film aims to help women feel
safe and confident to book and
attend their screenings. What
better media to do so than film!



all female on set crew
Eve Harding

Writer/Director

Eve Harding is a passion-
fuelled creative, who
strives to depict thought-
provoking untold stories
from unheard perspectives,
with sensitivity,
intelligence, and cinematic
depth.
She likes to go against the
grain, by experimenting
with new ideas and
techniques.
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Becky

rebecca williamson-brown
Producer


